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§haring the gospel starts with being a good example. Sometimes you don’t have to say a
word. Whether you realize it or not, people are watching you.

Even complete strangers might notice things about you that could give
you opportunities to share with them. When you have a good walk with ~ S72#75 evith being o
the Lord, you are a walking testimony, and you will find that it is easier ﬁaad e,mm//e.

to share your faith.
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Then, there are times the Holy Spirit will lead you to speak up and say something. It may be a
testimony or a Biblical truth. Chances are, that is what you're used to doing. But there are times
the Holy Spirit will want you to share the entire gospel and lead people to Christ. That’s why you're
reading this—to prepare you to do exactly that!

This chapter will teach you the gospel, and how you can share it when you only have a few
minutes—or more thoroughly when time allows. You will have a better understanding of the gospel,
as well as a clearer picture of the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. After taking this class, many
believers testify they “didn’t realize how bad a sinner they were” or “how great a Savior they had”.
The more you understand how bad sin is, and the more you realize what Jesus had to do to save you
from your sins—the better equipped you’ll be to share your faith with others.

How o shore the 705’/e/ o fom rminules

7%/ave you ever heard a Pastor finish his message with a short delivery of the gospel and an
invitation to receive Christ? You can do the same thing—as long as you make sure you
cover the main points of the gospel.

The four main points of the gospel are: sin, Christ, repent, and receiving Christ. People need
to understand that they are sinners—and that Christ is the only One who can save them. They need
to repent of their sin—and they need to receive Christ.

Here are four short ways to share the gospel when you only have a few minutes to spend with
someone. The main points are in bold.

1 You need to understand that you are a sinner; that Christ is the only One who
can save you; then you need to repent of your sin and receive Christ.
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2 We are sinners and we need a Savior. Jesus is the only One that can save
us. We need to repent of our sins and receive Christ as our Lord and Savior.

3 You must realize you are a sinner and recognize Jesus is the only One who
can save you. You must repent of your sins, and receive Christ.

4 You need to realize you are a sinner. Sin separates you from God now, and
will separate you from God for all eternity. You also need to recognize that Jesus
Christ is the only one who can save you—or remove your sins—so you don’t
have to pay the consequences of your sins. You must repent of your sins, which
means that you are truly sorry to the point of turning away and changing direction.
Finally, you must receive Christ. This means that you are willing to put your trust
in Christ—and nothing else.

Whots mr’S‘S/hﬁ.7

2 > id you notice anything missing in the four short ways to share the gospel? It's the most

important part. God wants to speak to unbelievers and He speaks to them through His
word. God’s Word is the power behind the message “...It shall not return to Me void...” Isaiah
55:11. What'’s missing in the examples above—is the word of God. It would be better to share a few
scriptures without a single explanation—than a lot of explanations without scriptures.

When we talk to people about almost any subject, we rely on reasoning, communication skills,
or our own power of persuasion. But, when we evangelize, we
need to rely on God’s word and the Holy Spirit. We present the 4 /Aen we éVﬁ'hﬁe/f'j‘ez we
information—God does the conviction and convincing. This is need to re/y o GoA's

why sharing the gospel is so easy—and anyone can do it. word ond the /7/0/7 Soirit

Here is the same gospel you just read in example 4 above—but with scripture:

You need to realize you are a sinner. Sin separates you from God now, and
will separate you from God for all eternity. The Bible says, “...all have sinned,
and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 You also need to recognize
that Jesus Christ is the only one who can save you—or remove your sins—so
you don’t have to pay the consequences of your sins. The Bible says, “...while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8b. You must repent of
your sins, which means that you are truly sorry to the point of turning away and
changing direction. Jesus said, “...Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Mark
1:15. Finally, you must receive Christ. This means that you are willing to put your
trust in Christ, and nothing else. “But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become Children of God,...” John 1:12.
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Here’s a little longer example. See if you notice any differences:

No one can make it to heaven on his or her own. This is because we are all
sinners. Sin is our biggest problem. The Bible says, “...the wages of sin is
death...” Romans 6:23a. It's important to realize that you are a sinner. The Bible
says, “...all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God,.” Romans 3:23.
You have to do more than realize you are a sinner—you have to be sorry for your
sins and want to stop sinning. This is called repentance. The consequence of
sin is separation from God, and eternal death in hell. When we understand the
devastating consequences of sin, we should want to stop sinning. One of the first
things Jesus said was, “...Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:15b.

We can'’t get rid of our sin—only God can. That’s why Jesus came to earth.
Jesus came to solve our sin problem—so we wouldn’t have to be separated from
Him now and for all eternity. Jesus died for our sins, rose from the dead, and He
is the only one who can remove our sins so we can go to heaven. Jesus said,
“...I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through Me”. John 14:6b.

If there were another way to get rid of our sins, Jesus would not have needed
to die. It is important to believe in Jesus—but that’s not enough. The Bible
says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God,...” John 1:12. Would you like to receive Christ?

Take a moment and see if you could share the gospel in a few minutes—if you had to. Share it in
any order—just make sure you cover the four basic points: sin, Christ, repent and receiving Christ.
Get somebody to listen if you can. | heard that Billy Graham practiced on farm animals. Practice
sharing with your dog—if that would help. If anyone asks what you're
doing, tell them you are preaching “...the gospel to every creature.”, just Proctice shor g
like the Bible tells you to in Mark 16:15b. with your dog—if

Aot would Aegp.

How by shore the gospel in more detod

Most people need to hear a more detailed explanation of the gospel to really understand it.
Specifically, they need to understand what qualifies as a sin—so they are convinced they
have sinned. They also need to understand that Jesus is God, and the only one qualified to save
them. The basic idea is still the same—people need to understand they are sinners and that Christ
is the only one who can save them. Then they need to repent and receive Christ. In other words,
sin and Christ is what people need to understand—repenting and receiving Christ is how they need
to respond.
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A rmore thorough explonation of sin

o

/he definition of sin is to “miss the mark”. We sin when we break God’s laws. There are many
things that God considers sin. Sin can be doing wrong things—or doing the right things with

wrong motives. Sin can be doing nothing to help a person when we could have done something.

Even what we think about can be a sin. Jesus said “...whoever looks at a woman to lust for her

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” Matthew 5:28. Many people try to justify

sin thinking it is cool, trendy, or beneficial—but sin is destructive.

Sin is alluring and pleasurable—at first, but later brings pain, misery, and regret. Sin separates
us from God, keeps us out of heaven, and leads to death, hell and ultimately the great lake of fire.
Instead of freeing us, and giving us a better life, sin robs us of life. Sin is deceitful because we don’t
see the consequences (Hebrews 3:13).

We break God’s law—or miss the mark, all the time. When we stop and think about all the ways
we sin, which includes all the greedy, angry, lustful, hateful, and arrogant thoughts we have, it's
amazing God loves us—yet He does. What may be even more amazing is that it only takes one
sin to disqualify us from heaven. Adam and Eve sinned one time and the world has never been the
same. We all were disqualified from heaven a long time ago. The Bible says, “...There is none
righteous, no not one;” Romans 3:10 and “...all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God,” Romans 3:10 & 23.

People need to understand, and agree they are sinners, and that their sins will keep them from
heaven. If a person does not believe they have sinned, they won't feel they have anything they need
to be saved from—or realize any need for the Savior. When people realize their thoughts qualify as
sin—and that one sin disqualifies them from heaven—they usually realize they have a sin problem.

As much as you want people to come to Christ, make sure you let the Holy Spirit do the convincing.
Our job is to give the facts. The Holy Spirit’s job is to speak to hearts, )
and do the convicting and convincing. Don't try to pressure people into Don't ry lo pressure
a decision for Christ. people inlo o decision

for CArcst

}/ndersz‘andz‘nﬁ 9@5&'5 better

esus was not a man in heaven—He was God. Jesus left heaven where He was comfortable,

respected, and worshipped, and came to earth where He was uncomfortable, despised,
and rejected. We spend most of our time trying to be comfortable, accepted, and respected, if not
worshipped. Jesus wasn’t slightly inconvenienced when He came to earth to die for our sins—He
sacrificed everything! He lived a perfect life—then paid the consequence for our sins by dying a
horrible death.
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The more we realize how much Jesus did for us, the more we should appreciate Him. No one
has sacrificed more for us than Jesus—because no one loves us more than Jesus. Many people
know Jesus is the Son of God, and that He died for our sins—but they don’t know the extent of His
sacrifice. When people understand how much Jesus sacrificed for us they often become more
receptive to receive Him. Jesus told a parable about a man who sold all he had in order to buy a
treasure in Matthew 13:44. Jesus is the man—we are the treasure.

Jesus made it clear that He is the only One who can save us when He said, “...I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” John 14:6b. The Bible
also says, “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12. Jesus is the only One who can forgive our
sins—and He is the only way we can get to heaven. Sometimes | tell people that He is the only One
in the “Savior business”.

The thing that distinguishes Jesus from anyone else in history—is the fact that He rose from the
dead. Death is our biggest enemy, and Jesus conquered death. Jesus said He would be resurrected,
and He was. When Mary doubted Jesus would raise Lazarus from the dead, He told her, “I am the
resurrection...” John 11:25. Who else can say that?

It is important people know that Jesus was not just a good man or a good teacher. They need
to understand that Jesus is God. After you share about Jesus, ask if they understand who Jesus is.
When Jesus taught, He asked a lot of questions—but the most important question He asked was,
“...who do you say that | am?” Matthew 16:15. Peter got this one right when he said, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Matthew 16:16. Jesus
is still asking this question through believers like you who share ~ /€5us s still asting
the gospel. When people agree that Jesus is God—and the only ~ 74/s guestion z‘AmuﬁA
One who can save them—there is a good chance God is getting  belicvers (i4e gou who

through to their heart. shore the 905'/6/

?e/em‘wnae

/?epentance means that you agree with God you’ve missed the mark, and you want to stop
doing things your own way—so you change your direction. It means more that just being

sorry for your sin—or sorry you were caught—because it requires a change in behavior. A person
with a heart toward repentance realizes they do not have a valid excuse for their sin, and wants to
be right before God. The following passage shows an example of one man who had repentant heart
and one who didn’t:

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, | thank
You that | am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
as this tax collector. | fast twice week; I give tithes of all that | possess.’
And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes
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to heaven, but beat his breast saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ |
tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other;”
Luke 18:10-14a

You won'’t always know when a person chooses to repent. People respond differently. Some will
show no emotion—yet are repentant, while others might outwardly express sorrow without desiring
to change their direction away from sin and toward the Lord. All you can do is share the truth,
and hope a person chooses to repent. If a person acknowledges their sin, and is willing to repent,
continue sharing. Itisn’t your job to judge their sincerity. The tax collector in the example above may
not have outwardly verbalized a single word—but God knew he was repentant. Let the Holy Spirit do
His work. You can’t make a person repent. People are either sorry for their sins or they aren't.

?e&er'l//'hﬁ C'ANS'?‘

,
/ o become a Christian and receive God’s gift of eternal life, you need to receive Christ. “But

as many as receive Him, to them He gave the right to become

children of God.” John 1:12a. If a person has a clear understanding L¥ o person has o

of the gospel—it’s time to ask them if they would like to receive Christ. cleor ”"0@"57""'0/"‘"3
When people hesitate—less said is usually better. The person you are of the 905/e/—/z‘5
sharing with may struggle with making a decision for Christ. A spiritual e % as4 then F

battle is taking place. z‘Aey would libe P

{ Arist
This might be a good time to review part of the gospel, share a receive CAriSE

scripture, or just simply wait quietly as they think about the answer to the most important question
they’ll ever be asked. Pray for the Holy Spirit to lead you. If the person wants to receive Christ, lead
them in a prayer. Here’s an example:

Jesus | ask you to forgive me of my sins. (Pause while they repeat)

| repent of my sins. (Pause)

Please give me your gift of eternal life. (Pause)

Let me have a personal relationship with you. (Pause)

Come into my life right now to be my Savior and my Lord. (Pause)
Make me the person You want me to be. (Pause)

Give my life new meaning and direction. (Pause)

Thank you Jesus for the gift of eternal life. (Pause)

| ask this in Jesus name, Amen.
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-/- n addition to the four main points of the gospel, some people need to understand that heaven
is free—that they can’t do anything to earn salvation. Some people can’t believe anything
is free, but when God says salvation is free—it is absolutely and completely free! We can’t earn
God’s forgiveness or His gift of eternal life, nor do we deserve it. We must take God’s pardon and
eternal life as a gift—or not at all. Jesus is the Savior—we are the ones being saved. Jesus paid
the price in full—we pay nothing. Jesus did everything—we do nothing. If we had to do something,
it would not be free. The Bible makes this very clear when it says, “For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone
should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 “Salvation is of the LORD.” Jonah 2:9.

When a person thinks they have to do something to earn their salvation, they’re putting their trust
in themselves—not Christ—which puts their salvation in question (Galatians 4:10). When sharing with
those who believe that works are contributing to their salvation, make
sure they understand that heaven is free. You can’t have both grace and
works—they are mutually exclusive. Paul made this very clear when those who believe
he said, “And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise (ALl works are
grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; ., ,.//butin Y 7’ ther
otherwise work is no longer work.” Romans 11:6.

When Shorin Y wieth

salvation, maoke Sure
2%37 understzond
Sesus wonls o relationshyp thot beoven s free.

od created us to have fellowship with Him. Jesus loves us—and wants a relationship that

will last for eternity. He wants that relationship to start now. The most important relationship
of our life is our relationship with Christ. Knowing God is more important than serving God. When
Martha was serving, and her sister Mary was sitting at Jesus’ feet, Martha complained, and wanted
Mary to help her, but Jesus told Martha that Mary made the better choice (Luke 10:38-42).

A relationship with Christ is not an option for those who have received Christ. God wants our
relationship with Him to be our top priority, and our master passion. Jesus said there will be some
people who will call Him Lord, but He will tell them, “...I never knew you; depart from Me.” Matthew
7:23a. Having a relationship with Christ is something we need to have every day. We need to spend
time with the Lord through prayer, reading His Word, worshiping Him, and asking Him throughout the
day to be with us and lead us.
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When you share your faith you will start to see how the main points of the gospel are related.
For example, if you talk about sin first, you could tell people, “It's important to know that
you’re a sinner, but you need to do something about it by repenting”. You could also say that sin is
the problem, but Jesus is the solution, or we are sinners and we need a Savior. | often tell people that
it’s important to believe in Jesus, but that is not going to get you into heaven. Even the devil believes
in God. You must receive Him. If you talked about Jesus first, and then wanted to talk about sin, you
could tell them we need a great Savior because we are big sinners. The more you share, the easier
it will be to flow from point to point.

The better you know how everything is related, the easier it is to jump in at any point and start
sharing, and then share in any order. For example, if someone said, “| believe in God”, you could ask
if they believe in Jesus, and then tell them about Jesus. Then you could then explain why Jesus had
to come when you tell them about sin, and see if they want to respond by repenting and receiving
Him. If someone told you they believe in Jesus, ask if they have received Him. If they haven'’t, see
if you can tell them what it means to receive Christ. One man asked me why Jesus was the only
way to heaven. | told him about Jesus first, then shared about sin, that
Jesus came because we're sinners, and that he had to repent from his Gz Aexible ond (et
sins and receive Christ. Be flexible and let the Lord lead. the Lord lead

An exormple of Aow the 7a5'//e/ con be shored

§ometimes after believers hear the gospel being shared something “clicks” and they say, “Now
| get it!” Hopefully the following example will make sense to you. The first example is a typical
way | have shared the gospel on missionary outreaches in public places:

Several of us are out here talking with people about God—why He created us—
and how we can have a relationship with Him. Did you know that God created us
to have fellowship with Him? —that God wants you to know Him personally —and
that God wants to give you eternal life so you can be with Him forever? The Bible
says, “The gift of God is eternal life.”

When God says heaven is a free—He really means free. Eternal life is so free
there is nothing you can do to earn your way into heaven, even if you wanted
to. You must receive eternal life as a gift—or not at all. The Bible says, “For by
grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is
the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.

Heaven is free because we could never earn it. This is because we are sinners.
Sin can be doing wrong things, doing good things with wrong motives, or doing
nothing when we could have done something. Sinning one time disqualifies us

610" y3iepnoAburieys:-mmm
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from heaven. Sinis a lot like poison. If | put just one drop of poison in this bottle
of water, would you drink it? | wouldn’t either. That’s the way sin is. Just as one
drop of poison ruins all the water, one sin disqualifies
us from heaven. God is not going to allow one sin to )
enter Heaven anymore than you would want just one LF L putjust one drgp of
drop of poison in your drinking water. PoiSon in TAS woler bottte,
wouldA gou drink ‘e

Sien (s o (of (the /ﬂ/’S‘ﬂn.

Did you know our thoughts could be a sin? One greedy,

selfish, hateful, prideful, or lustful thought disqualifies us. Let’s face it—we were
all disqualified a long time ago. The Bible says, “...all have sinned, and fall
short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.

Not only are we sinners, we need to repent of our sin. Jesus began His ministry
by saying, “...Repent, and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:15b. Repentance
means to change your mind. It means that you are truly sorry for your sins, and
that you want to stop sinning—so you start doing things God’s way. It's like
turning around and going the other direction. It’s as if you are going south—when
you want to go the exact opposite direction—so you turn around and go north.

When you turn from your sin, you need to turn toward Jesus Christ. Jesus is God.
He is the only way you can get into heaven and have a relationship with God.
Jesus said, “..I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me”. John 14:6b. Jesus died for our sins, and He rose
from the dead. He took the punishment we deserve, “...God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”.
Romans 5:8.

Jesus didn’t die for His sins—He died for our sins. If there were another way
to get to heaven, Jesus wouldn’t have needed to make this sacrifice. Jesus
sacrificed His life so that we could have life. The gospel is summed up in John
3:16: “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”.

Do you believe everything I've shared so far? Good. There’s one more thing
you need to do. You need to receive Christ. Believing in Christ is important—but
it'’s not enough. Even the devil believes in God. The Bible says, “You believe
that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe and tremble.”
James 2:19. You have to believe in God enough to trust your life to Him. It's a
little like taking medicine. Believing in the medicine doesn’t cure you, you have
to trust it by taking it in. In the same way, you must trust God enough to ask Him
into your life. The Bible says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become Children of God,...” John 1:12.
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To summarize, you must realize you are a sinner. You must recognize Jesus
is the only Savior. You must repent of your sins and you must trust Christ by
receiving Him into your life. | only have one more question to ask you—but it’s
the most important question you will ever be asked. Would you like to receive
Christ so that He can forgive your sins, and you can have a relationship with Him
both now and in heaven?

How the gospel wos shored with Mike

A—
/he next example is the actual dialogue that took place when we shared at a convalescent hospital.
After we had shared with some patients, and as we were
talking in the hallway about it, we noticed an employee listening
to us—so we approached him and asked if we could share the
gospel. erployee (istening lo us—
S0 we opprooched Aim...

OS5 we were z‘a/éfnﬁ in the
Aa//way... we roticed an

Hi, my name is Judd, and this is John, and Keith.

We are from Calvary Chapel and we are sharing with people tonight about how
they can be certain they will go to heaven when they die. Can | ask you two
questions?

Yes

Before | ask you the questions, let me ask, what is your name?

Mike

OK, Mike. Here are the questions. If you were to die right now, do you know, for
certain, you would go directly to heaven?

Well, I'm fairly certain.

The second question is—If you were to die right now, and God were to ask you,
‘Why should | let you into heaven’, what would you say to Him?

Well, I've really tried my best to live a good life, and | do go to church.
Believe it or not Mike—according to the Bible—that would not allow you to go to
heaven. Can | share with you how you can go to heaven, and how you can be

absolutely sure you will go to heaven?

You're kidding—I thought you had to live a good life. | would be interested in
what the Bible says about that.

610" y3iepnoAburieys:-mmm
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Well, one thing is certain—we are all going to die—but the good news is, heaven
is free. The Bible says that, “...the gift of God is eternal life...” Romans 6:23b.
Heaven is free, and it is yours for the taking. God also wants you to have a
relationship with Him—just like you have a relationship with your friends and
family members now.

The problem though—and the reason we don’t have a relationship with God—is
that sin is in the way. The Bible says, “...all have sinned, and fall short of the
glory of God.” Romans 3:23. God is up here (imagine hand motions), we are
down here, and our sin—here in the middle—separates us from God. God will
not allow even one sin to enter heaven, and our thoughts qualify as sins. The
Bible says, “For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is guilty of all.” James 2:10. Do you agree that you are a sinner?

Yes, | would have to agree that | am.

Not only are we sinners, we need to repent of our sin. Jesus said, “...Repent,
and believe in the gospel.” Mark 1:15b. Repent means to be sorry for your
sins. You need to be willing to turn from the direction you are going—so that you
can go the direction God wants you to go. It is like taking a U-turn on the road
of life.

Jesus is the only way you can get into heaven and have a relationship with God.
It is important to understand that Jesus Christ is God. The Bible says that, “In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was
God.” “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” John 1:1 & 14a.
In other words, Jesus became a man—He was not a man in heaven. Do you
have a dog Mike?

Yes, | do.

| do too. What if you had to communicate God’s love to your dog? Let’s say that
in order for you to do that—you had to become a dog. That would mean you
would live like a dog. You would not have any of the comforts you were used
to. You would sleep outside every night. You would literally be in ‘the doghouse’
every night—if you even had a doghouse. Your meals would be dog food and
table scraps. Everything you now enjoy, would no longer be part of your life.

There’s no way | would do that.

| wouldn’t do that either, but let’s say that after you became a Do qgoa ””‘//7
dog, God asked you to sacrifice your life for your dog. In other think angone
words, you die so your dog can live. After making this sacrifice, would Ao tAare

God resurrects you—but when He does, you would continue to
be a dog for all eternity. Do you really think anyone would do that?

L5



L7 Shoring Gour Poith

No way!

| don’t think anyone would do that for their best friend, let alone their dog—but
that is what Jesus did for us. Jesus made a tremendous sacrifice when He came
to this earth, but He also died for our sins. He took the punishment we deserve
so we wouldn’t have to pay the consequences for our sins, and spend eternity
separated from God. When God the Father, resurrected Jesus, He was still a
man, and will continue to be a man for all eternity. That’s why Jesus is the only
way we can get to heaven, and that’s why Jesus said, “...No one comes to the
Father except through Me”. John 14:6b.

That is amazing. | never realized that.

Your church will not save you and my church will not save me. Jesus is the only
Savior. Believing Jesus exists is not enough—you must receive Him. The Bible
says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God,...” John 1:12. If you're sick and your Doctor gives you medicine,
you can believe in the medicine—but you have to trust it enough to take it if you
want to recover. I'm sure you would know that from working here.

The same thing is true with Jesus. You must receive Him by asking Him to save
you from your sins and to be Lord of your life. In other words, you must realize
you are a sinner—and Jesus is the only Savior. You must repent of your sins and
receive Christ. Do you understand?

Yes, | do.

| can tell that you do. Mike, | have only one more question to ask you—but it is
the most important question you will be asked in your entire life. Would you like
to pray—right now—to receive Christ and the free gift of eternal life?

I‘'ve already done that.
Mike, do you remember those two questions | asked you earlier?
Yes.

You told me you were not certain you would go to heaven when you died, and that

God would let you in because you lived a good life and went to Church. Do you

remember saying that?

When I asked you what you

were /u#r’nﬁ gour trust in (o
get inlo heover, you rever

Yes.

When | asked you what you were putting your
trust in to get into heaven, you never mentioned mentioned 965'-”'5'-
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Jesus. You told me you would get there because of the things you did, not
because of what Jesus did—right?

You're right... | said that.

Anyone who has received Christ will know two things. First, they will know they
are going to heaven, because the Bible says we will know, “These things have
I written... that you may know that you have eternal life...” 1 John 5:13ac.
Secondly, they will know how they will get there—which is through Christ—
because He died in our place, and took the punishment we deserve. If you had
received Christ, you would have known that.

Now that you know and understand the gospel, would you like to receive Christ
and His gift of eternal life by praying with me right now so you can be absolutely
certain you will go to heaven when you die?

Yes, | would.

Mike, you just made the best decision of your life. | will lead you in prayer. Simply
repeat this prayer after me.

5%.4./»/;47 o portion of the 905‘/2/

,

L5

/his next example shows how part of the gospel can be shared when you know a person has heard
all the main points but still doesn’t understand certain parts.

This is part of an email | wrote in reponse to family members that

some /ﬁ.\mr/y meméé/"S

thought being a good person would be enough to get you into Z‘Aauﬁﬁf Aol 6emﬁ aﬁoad
heaven. My main focus was that salvation is a gift, not of works:  persom would be enough...

Some believe they might go to heaven because “they are such a nice person”
and “they do so many good things”. Getting to heaven is not about being nice
or doing good things. It’s not about us at all—It's about Jesus. When we
compare ourselves to others—and do not take into account our own sins, or
God’s standards—too often we don'’t realize how much we sin or that only one
sin disqualifies us from heaven.

Jesus made it clear that our thoughts qualify as sin. Our motives behind our
actions can also be a sin. Sometimes not doing anything when you could have
is a sin. Even not believing God is a sin. If you are honest with yourself, we all
sin—all the time. We are all greedy, selfish sinners. If every sin were recorded,
we'd all have enough sins to fill up a library. Jesus said, “...No one is good but
One, that is, God”. Matthew 19:17a. Serial killers can go to heaven—if they
repent. “For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who
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desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
1 Timothy 2:3—4. If you don’t believe this, you're not seeing your own sins. To
God—our sins look like what a serial killer’s sins may look like to us.

Every sin we commit is an offense to God. God wants us to admit our sins—not
try to excuse them. It doesn’t matter who you are, or how great a sinner you
are. It only matters that you have repented and allowed Christ to forgive your
sins. The only way you will get into heaven is through Jesus Christ. Jesus said it
Himself: “...I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me”. John 14:6b. Don’t look at everyone else’s sin—consider
your own sin, and then look to the Savior. Salvation is not based on what we do
—it’s based on what Jesus has done and whether or not we accept His pardon.

No one is any better than anyone else. We can all receive God’s gift of eternal
life. God is offering it to you on a silver platter. Actually, He’s offering it to you on
the wooden cross His Son was tortured on. It was expensive to God—but free to
us. You can have it if you want it—it’s yours for the taking. “For by grace you
have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9.

See if you con Ao it

74fter my chiropractor told me about the stretching exercises he wanted me to do, he
demonstrated how to do them. | wasn’t sure | would remember them so | asked him
to show me again. Instead of showing me again, he had me do them—and | remember them to
this day.

Now that you have read how the gospel could be shared, see if you can share it. If you feel
ackward, wierd, or stupid practicing, keep in mind that just about everyone practices. Doctors, pilots,
actors, athletes, musicians, and firefighters all practice. | bet you wouldn’t
trust a surgeon if he told you, “I've never done this before—I’'m just going LF you ree(
to trust the Lord to guide my hands.” Go ahead give it a try. See if you can ackword] wierd, or
share the gospel. Get someone to practice with you, if you can. If not, stezid procticing,
you better call your dog or just practice by yourself. keep in mind

1AL just about
everyone /racz‘/ces.

New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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